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FOREIGN AND INSULAR. 



AUSTRALIA. 



Report from Brisbane — Examination of rodents for plague infection — 
Laboratory plague in ammals at Mackay. 

The following information is taken from plague bulletins received 
from the Department of Public Health of Queensland: 

Date of finding of last plague-infected rat, September 15, 1908. 

Week ended January 30, 1909. Kodents destroyed, 540; exam- 
ined, 447; plague rodents, 0. Week ended February 6. Kodents 
destroyed, 684; examined, 600; plague rodents, 0. 

Week ended February 13. Rodents destroyed, 580; examined 
482; plague rodents, 0. 

Mackay. — On January 21 a man carrying on business at Mackay 
died in the local hospital. Post-mortem specimens obtained from the 
cadaver and forwarded to Brisbane, on preliminary bacteriological 
examination were found to be negative of plague. A guinea pig 
and mouse, however, were inoculated in the usual way, and on Feb- 
ruary 2 the government bacteriologist reported that the animals had 
died (6 days after inoculation) with typical post-mortem appear- 
ances of plague. An active search for rats is being conducted and 
all precautions taken at Mackay. 

BARBADOS. 

Reports from, Bridgetown — Status of yeUow fever. 

Consul Martin reports, February 25 and March 5 : Since February 
16, 7 more cases of yellow fever have been reported to this consulate, 
all in the country parishes. Five of these cases were colored persons, 
and all were native born. None are reported as having terminated 
fatally. 

- There have been reported, since December 12, 52 cases, 16 being 
fatal. 

March 5 : Since February 25 there have been only 2 cases of yellow 
fever reported. One occurred in a colored boy in an outlying 
district, the other in a white man in the city of Bridgetown. A 
case has occurred at Speightstown, on the west coast, 12 miles 
north of Bridgetown, the first to occur in that parish. The disease 
is abating. Official information states that 25 of the first 52 cases 
were fatal. 

Sir Rupert Boyce, of England, arrived in the colony March 1. 
He saw a case on the next day and at once pronounced it yellow fever. 
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